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My name is James Peterson. I presently live in Nassau County, Long Island New York. I have 
not always lived there. I was actually born in Brownsville, Brooklyn, New York and raised in East 
New York, Brooklyn. My childhood was very active. I had a very loving environment in my 
household from my mother. However, my pops was never one to be expressive with showing 
emotions but was a provider and was always in our lives.
 
I have three siblings, my brother and two sisters. What I remember most of all is family get 
togethers at either our home, our relatives homes, and fishing with my pops. I am the oldest of 
my siblings. My relationship them is okay most of the time, but my sister closest to me in age 
and I have a stronger relationship, then my brother and finally my youngest sister. I believe that 
is mostly due to the amount of time I have spent with them individually.   

I presently live with my lady and three children ages six, fourteen and twenty-one years old, two 
boys and one six year old girl who has a birthday October 4th. I also have 3 other children from 
previous relationships, two sons and one daughter totaling six children: two girls and four boys.

Overall, my life was not much of a hardship but rather I created the hardships. When I was 
younger, I loved to engage in fights. I thought it was a natural way of resolving conflicts. I was 
good academically in school but absences and trouble interfered with my grades. As I look back 
one obstacle that I did overcome was being reactive. I reacted to everything as an insult and 
was very impulsive. I have gained much more patience and can articulately resolve conflicts.

I was locked up on several occasions and received youthful offender status on a few cases that 
ran concurrent, but my first length of time of a year or more was in 1989. It was a demeaning 
experience as well as adventurous. Usually, when i say that most people can’t relate or 
understand but it is definitely an adventure. It’s the fear of the unknown and the wanting to 
conquer that fear by overcoming the unknown that made it adventurous. 

The prison system itself is designed to be punitive as opposed to corrective as its name implies. 
The prisons are set in rural areas outside of the city, in areas that have a mostly white 
population that is—for the most part—prejudice and working for a system that is racist. This is 
evident by the disproportionate amount of people of color incarcerated compared to the amount 
of correctional officer hired to oversee them. 

Some of my accomplishments has been to continue my education while incarcerated. I 
successfully completed parole and got off early. I have maintained a good financial status when 
it comes to income and my credit. I have received recognition from city and state elected 
officials. I am a certified and Recovery Coach. Of all of the many accomplishments I have for the
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first time been in one of my children’s life from birth to present in the same home, with shared 
duties and responsibilities.

When I think about the work in this field and why I am doing it, it is actually an extension of work 
that I have been doing within prison and in my work at Man Up! Inc. It represents saving lives. I 
am from the school of thought that it is my responsibility and duty to repair the communities that 
I harmed.

My transformation is a work in process. However, I believe it is based on the wanting to do better
and be more. To be defined as a gun man, hustler, gangster is not only negative but limited. But 
to be a teacher, a mentor, father figure or credible messenger has a greater appeal, wider reach,
longer lasting as well as positive for myself and my community. 

Being a mentor is not a choice it should be a duty. Just by being part of society certain attributes
or titles you just have to assume in the natural order of things. But, I believe most just do not 
believe it or accept the responsibility. I however, accept the responsibility and believe what I 
have been through in life qualifies me to share those experiences to deter others from following 
early part of my path.

My greatest passions are reading, music, and changing lives. I can attest to changing tens of 
lives since I have been home from prison. Long term, I would love to be a consultant to teach 
these methods and use my life experiences and skills to truly reduce gun violence in my 
community and communities like mine. I also would like to be a home owner as well as owning 
multiple successful businesses. 


