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My name is Naquen Lloyd and I live in the Bedford park section of the Bronx. There was a lot of

crime and poverty where I grew up. I grew up on 183rd, on both sides, in a single parent 

household with one younger sister. My father was convicted of murder when I was 5 years old. 

Being my sister and I were less then two years apart and my mother had me at 14, we all are very

close. We didn't have a lot of expensive things, but my mother taught us right from wrong, gave 

us morals, principles, ambition, core values, and everything else a mothers gives to prepare her 

children for the world. 

I was a very athletic kid and played most sports. I wanted to go to the NFL, so I focused 

more on football. Every family was on welfare, and we all grouped up to go to multiple free 

lunches. We were a close knit community and looked out for each other. I got good grades all 

through junior high school. As I got to my teen years, things began to change. Samuel Gompers 

didn't have a football team, and I wasn't interested in a career in electronics and wasn't allowed to

transfer. I wanted to be fashionable like my peers, but my mother could not afford the clothes I 

wanted. And a summer youth job wasn't cutting it. I dropped out in 10th grade and went to the 

streets at 16. 

I was doing ok in the streets with hustling, but due to my lack of education, I made 

horrible decisions that landed me in prison at 19 in 1998. My community was stunned and sad. 

They couldn't believe I had shot and robbed somebody. They were sad because they saw 

potential in me. My mother was embarrassed and ashamed because she felt she failed me. She 

used to tell me people she didn't see or hear from in years were calling saying they heard I had 

life and that I got killed in jail. To see the hurt and pain in her face woke me up. I made a 

promise to myself that I would not be a failure. My mother would be able to hold her head high. I

earned my G.E.D. in 4 months up-north in Coxsackie Correctional Facility and had one of the 
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highest scores in the state after not being in school in over 4 years. I always have been an avid 

reader. From there I obtained my Alcohol Substance Abuse Program, Alternative to Violence, 

and Custodial Maintenance certificates. After obtaining those, I began facilitating in preparation 

to work with the youth when I got home. Prison is no place for anyone. It’s designed to break 

you down. If you are strong minded and have the discipline to not get caught up in jail politics, 

you can achieve a lot and prepare yourself for your eventual return home if you are blessed with 

that opportunity. I was released in 2008 after doing 11 years. I didn't jump right into the field I 

worked construction and maintenance for 8 years before the job I had been waiting for my whole

life came to me. BRAG was in my community and needed an outreach worker. Somebody had 

already interviewed and basically had the job. A good friend got me the interview, and I blew 

them away with my passion and honesty. After getting the job, I took numerous trainings some 

mandated some not to enhanced my craft. As I learned and got more experienced I was given 

more responsibilities. I began running my mentoring of 15 youth teaching them to see the signs 

of trouble early and it's cool and to be yourself. As well as speaking to youth in horizon 

(spofford). It's like I don't even work. I was doing this for free before I got the employment here. 

It feels great to help the youth grow up and steer them to the right path. They know my story, so 

what I say is real and they know I have their best interest at heart. Being a mentor to them means 

a lot because I didn't have one growing up. Having someone in your corner can go a long way. 

As I grow and learn more, I strive to open my own nonprofit to create more opportunities for 

them.


